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Chris

Happy Birthday
Love Mom and Dad xxx



Chris the dreidel was in a spin. It was almost
the first night of Hanukkah.



“But what is Hanukkah?” Chris asked the
great Menorah, “And why do you hold so
many candles?”



“Silly dreidel,” the great Menorah replied. “To  
learn of the Jewish festival of light we must 
travel far back in time to meet the Maccabees.”



Chris saw a flash of light and spun backwards
in time over 2000 years!



Chris the dreidel and the great Menorah
landed in Jerusalem where Chris could see a
beautiful temple. Many people were gathered
around. 



“What’s going on?” Chris asked the
Menorah. “A wicked man, called Antiochus,
is invading this peaceful Jewish nation. He is
forcing people to believe a different religion
and taking over their temples,” explained the
Menorah.



Chris could see that all of the Jewish people
were very upset about this. The invading king
would punish them if they didn’t obey him and
convert the temples.



The king’s army was marching down each 
street and punishing everyone who followed 
the rules of the Torah. To avoid trouble, when 
they gathered to study the Torah, some Jews 
carried a spinning top. When the soldiers came, 
they would hide their studies and pretend to 
be playing a gambling game with the top.



Chris saw one man stand out from the crowd.
“My Name is Judah Maccabee,” he said.
“My brothers and I will not betray the Torah!”



The Menorah told Chris to stay out of the
way and together they watched the
Maccabees bravely reclaim the great temple
from the invading army.



Inside, the temple was a complete mess. The
Maccabees removed every symbol of the
religion that was forced on them. Chris
helped to dust, and even the Menorah helped
to sweep the dirty floors.  





Once everything was clean, the Maccabees 
wanted to purify the temple by lighting the oil 
lamps.  Everyone was upset that there was 
only enough oil to light the 
lamps for one day. 



A miracle occurred because once the lamp 
was lit, that small amount of oil burned brightly 
for eight whole days!



In a flash and a spin Chris and the Menorah
arrived back home.



“That is why I have so many candles,” said the 
Menorah proudly. “One helper candle, called 
a shamash, is used to light the eight special 
candles. One for each night of the miracle”.



“ T h a t ’ s  f a n t a s t i c ! ”  s a i d  C h r i s .
“Do people give presents?”

“Yes,” said the Menorah. “The children are
given presents. Everybody eats special
foods like yummy latkes which are fried in oil
to remind us of the miracle. We also play
games.”

 



“Like dreidel!” Chris cried, spinning in
excitement.



How to Play Dreidel:
On the 4 sides of the dreidel are special Hebrew letters. 

These are; נ (Nun), ג (Gimel), ה (Hey), ש (Shin).

These 4 letters stand for Nes Gadol Hayah Sham – “a great miracle 
happened there”.

The four letters also stand for the rules of the game; Nun stands for the 
Yiddish word nisht (“nothing”), Hey stands for halb (“half”), Gimel for gants 
(“all”), and Shin for shtel ayn (“put in”).

To begin the game each player is given an equal amount of gelt (which is usually 
chocolate coins but can be other sweets, nuts, pennies or anything really).

Every player puts a piece of gelt into the center (or ‘pot’) to begin with. In 
addition, every time the pot is empty every player puts one in the pot.

Each player takes turns spinning the dreidel on a flat surface.

•	 If	נ (Nun) is facing up, the player does nothing.

•	 If	ג (Gimel) is facing up, the player gets everything in the pot.

•	 If	ה (Hey) is facing up, the player gets half of the pieces in the pot. (If 
there are an odd number of pieces in the pot, the player takes half of 
the pot rounded up to the nearest whole number).

•	 If	  is facing up, the player adds a piece to the pot (often (Shin) ש
accompanied by the chant “Shin, Shin, put one in”). In some game 
versions, a Shin results in adding three game pieces to the pot (one for 
each stem of the Shin) but it’s up to you which rule you want to follow.

If a person runs out of gelt they are out.

The round is over when one person has won all the gelt. At this point they can 
share their winnings so everybody gets a treat, or they can start the game again.



The Dreidel Song

I have a little dreidel. I made it out of clay.
And when it’s dry and ready, then dreidel I shall play.
Oh dreidel, dreidel, dreidel, I made it out of clay.
Oh dreidel, dreidel, dreidel, then dreidel I shall play.

It has a lovely body, with legs so short and thin.
When it gets all tired, it drops and then I win!
Dreidel, dreidel, dreidel, with leg so short and thin.
Oh dreidel, dreidel, dreidel, it drops and then I win!

My dreidel’s always playful. It loves to dance and spin.
A happy game of dreidel, come play now let’s begin.
Oh dreidel, dreidel, dreidel, it loves to dance and spin.
Oh dreidel, dreidel, dreidel. Come play now let’s begin.

I have a little dreidel. I made it out of clay.
When it’s dry and ready, dreidel I shall play.
Oh dreidel, dreidel, dreidel, I made you out of clay.
Oh dreidel, dreidel, 
dreidel, then dreidel 
I shall play.



Celebrating Hanukkah
Hanukkah or Chanukah also known as the Festival of Lights 
and Feast of Dedication dates back to two centuries before 
the beginning of Christianity.

The festival is celebrated for eight nights and days, starting 
on the 25th day of Kislev according to the Hebrew calendar. 
As the Hebrew calendar is dependent on the sun and moon 
Hanukkah can take place at any time from late November to 
late December in the calendar we use today.

The story of the Maccabees and Hanukkah can be read in the 
Torah, which is the Jewish sacred text. The Torah is very special 
and contains stories and teachings about how to live a good life. 
It tells Jewish people how to pray, what to eat and which festivals 
to celebrate. Not every Jewish person follows all the rules, but 
all Jews see the Torah as being sacred and special.



Hope you enjoyed this book,
Chris!
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