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Quiz of Your Team 

ATLANTA 

BRAVES
1. The Braves franchise started out as the Boston Red 

Stockings. In what year was the team established?

2. In which years did the Braves win their first two World 
Series championships?

3. Which team beat the Braves in both the 1996 and 1999 
World Series play-offs?

4. Which pitcher won the Cy Young Award three years in 
succession in 1993, 1994 and 1995?

5. Up to 2017 the Braves had won most National League East 
Division titles. How many wins?

6. Where did the Braves play home matches between 1966 
and 1996?

7. What was the name of the Braves’ mascot from the 1950s 
until it was dropped in 1986?

8. 44 is the retired number of which right fielder who was the 
team captain from 1969-1974?

9. What was the Braves’ ballpark from 1997-2016?

10. Up to 2017, how many National League Pennants had the 
Braves won?

* For answers see page 58. 
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BASEBALL 

A  BRIEF  HISTORY

The rest, they say, is history!

“If it wasn’t for baseball, I’d be in either the penitentiary or the cemetery.”
- George Herman "Babe" Ruth Jr

Whilst early versions of the game were played in 
England (the first recorded game of ‘bass-ball’ 
took place in the UK county of Surrey in 1749), 

baseball as we know it today found its home in the 
United States and for over 150 years it has been the 
national pastime.

There has been some debate over the years about who ‘invented’ the sport. 

For a long period of time, this honor was credited to American Civil War 

general Abner Doubleday. However, many historians now believe that the story 

behind Doubleday’s ‘creation’ is a myth, and that it was Alexander Cartwright 

who invented the modern game of baseball. Additionally, Cartwright is often 

referred to as the “father of baseball”, although there has never been an 

official confirmation to this statement.

Ambiguity of inventor aside, baseball began to flourish in the USA during 

the mid-19th century, as Americans looked to claim a sport they could call 

their own. In 1846, the first known competitive match took place at Elysian 

Fields in Hoboken, New Jersey between the New York 9 and the New York 

Knickerbockers (a club Alexander Cartwright was a member of). After this 

game, baseball teams started to pop up all around the New York area. At 

this point in time, the English pastime of cricket was still widely played in 

the USA. However this sport was curtailed by the outbreak of the American 

Civil War in 1861, as the finely cut grounds required to play cricket were 

not so easily found. Baseball on the other hand could be played any where. 

The Civil War benefitted baseball’s growth in other ways too; soldiers from 

different parts of the country would play the sport together, leading to a 

more unified and national version of the game. As the war came to an end, 

baseball had grown in popularity, and in 1869, the country’s first professional 

team had been formed – the Cincinnati Red Stockings. Each player was paid a 

salary, none more than George Wright, considered the best player of his time. 

Within a year, eight more teams were founded, and together they formed the 

National Association of Professional Ball Players.

This brand-new association was short-lived and due to numerous factors, it 

ceased to exist in 1875, only four years after founding. In 1876, the National 

League of Professional Baseball Clubs was formed in Chicago. This National 

League (NL) emphasised the importance of Clubs rather than Players and 

sought to make the game more regulated. The NL is therefore considered 

to be the first ‘Major League’, although it has been argued that other 

associations can also make that claim.

Though the NL was more dominant in major cities such as New York, a 

number of other leagues threatened the dominance of the National League, 

the largest of which was the Western League. Prior to the 1900 season, the 

Western league changed its name to the American League and moved several 

franchises to larger, strategic locations. In 1901 the American League declared 

its intent to operate as a major league.

In 1901, the National Association of Professional Baseball Leagues was 

founded by Patrick T. Powers, former president of the Eastern League. The 

purpose of the NAPBL was to keep the uniting minor leagues independent 

of the American and National Leagues who were engaged in a turf war. 

Controversial player swapping and contract breaking had plagued baseball due 

to this turf war, and so in 1902 the National and American leagues, along 

with the NABPL signed a new National Agreement. This achieved the following 

things which shaped baseball as we know it today:

It governed player contracts to end the cross-league raids on rosters. It led 

to the playing of a "World Series" in 1903 between the two major league 

champions - the first of which was won by Boston of the American League.

What is known as the dead-ball era stretched from 1900 to 1919. This was 

a period where the game concentrated more on pitching and tended to result 

in low-scoring games. The expense of the balls was so high that it was not 

unusual for a single baseball to last an entire game. By the end of the game, 

the ball would be dark with grass, mud, and tobacco juice and it would be 

misshapen and lumpy from contact with the bat. Balls were only replaced 

if they were hit into the crowd and lost, and many clubs employed security 

guards expressly for the purpose of retrieving balls hit into the stands. 

Home-runs were rare during this time, until one rule brought about a huge 

change. In 1920 a rule was introduced to outlaw tampering with the ball. 

This meant that a new ball was used if the current ball became scuffed or 

discolored. ‘Trick pitches’ were therefore no longer allowed, and with the ball 

easier to see, batters could more easily hit it. This paved the way for Babe 

Ruth to set the mark of 60 homeruns in the season of 1927, a record that 

would last until 1961.

Post Second World War, racial integration of the sport occurred. Previously, 

black players were only officially allowed to compete in the Negro Leagues. In 

1947, Jackie Robinson signed a contract with the Brooklyn Dodgers, breaking 

the color barrier that had prevented talented African American players from 

entering the white-only major leagues. Although the transformation was not 

instantaneous, baseball has since become fully integrated.

The American League and National League continued to grow, with teams 

moving cities and more franchises being created. Now, with an odd number 

of teams (15) in each league, an interleague contest is played somewhere 

almost every day during each season.
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BASEBALL  IN  SONG

HALF  TIME  TEASER

Which team dominated the National League from 1903-1910, 

winning seven championships? ???
?

The great game of baseball has been celebrated in song over the years. From the song titles given below, how many artists 
can you name? There may of course have been more than one version of some of the songs!

 The unofficial anthem 

of American baseball is 'Take Me Out to 

the Ballgame'

Did you know?

1. Right Field

2. The Greatest

3. Catfish

4. Did You See Jackie Robinson Hit That Ball?

5. All the Way

6. Centerfield

7. Take Me Out to the Ballgame

8. There Used to Be a Ballpark

9. That’s the Way Baseball Go

10. The Ball Game
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 The first US president 

to throw the ceremonial first ball was 

William Howard Taft

Did you know?

HALF  TIME  TEASER ???What name is given to the infielder who stands between 

second and third base? ?

National League team who started l i fe in 1969 as the Montreal Expos before mov-ing to their current city 
in 2005

Former shortstop who made his debut for San Diego Padres in 1978

Team whose f irst owner was the ‘Singing Cowboy’ Gene Autrey

Hank _____, former r ight f ielder who played for Milwaukee Braves for more than 20 years

Former Cleveland Naps player and coach who also played for Phi ladelphia Phil l ies and Philadelphia 
Athletics, who died in 1959

Puerto Rican right f ielder who played 18 seasons for the Pittsburgh Pirates and who died in a plane 
crash in 1972 aged only 38

Robin _____, shortstop and center f ielder who spent his entire playing career with Milwaukee Brewers

Sparky _____, legendary coach who won the World Series with Cincinnati Reds (twice) and Detroit T igers

Team whose home stadium is the Cit i Field

ACROSTIC  PUZZLE
Solve the clues and enter the initial letter of each solution in the column on the left. When completed, the initial letters of 
each solution (two words), when spelled downwards, will reveal the name of an MLB pitcher who began his career with New 
York Mets and ended his playing days with Texas Rangers.
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3 2 9 4 1

1 5

2 9

1 6 4

7 8

6 4

5 8

6 2

8 7 6 9

5 8

5 1 3

4 7 6 1

1 2

6 2 3

1 4 7

8 5

5 7 2 4

8 9

5 4

8 9 5

7 6

6 8

2

4 7 9 2

9 1 6 5

4 5

5 3 1

Fill each empty cell with a digit from 

1-9, ensuring that no digit is repeated 

in any row, column or 3 x 3 square.

Fill each empty cell with a digit from 

1-9, ensuring that no digit is repeated 

in any row, column or 3 x 3 square.

Fill each empty cell with a digit from 

1-9, ensuring that no digit is repeated 

in any row, column or 3 x 3 square.

SUDOKU

EASY

MEDIUM

HARD
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Some MLB teams have been mixed up here among the cryptic clues. How many can you decipher? The mixed-up teams are 
in bold, capital letters.

BASEBALL  TEAM  ANAGRAMS

1. If you predict a RIOT, BLAME the Orioles!

2. The BOSS NEXT DOOR rearranged this team

3. A warmer JULY BASE may be sought by this far north team

4. IT ISN’T NEW, MOANS both of them!

5. Be WISE, LUKEWARM BEER is served here!

6. The team might SIGN A DESPERADO down near the border!

7. SOCIAL, OR CROOKED in Mile High City?
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 The first pro baseball 

game to be aired on television was on 

August 26, 1939

Did you know?

1. Born on October 20, 1931 in Spavinaw, Oklahoma, he played his first game for the Yankees in 1951 and 

stayed with the team for his entire 18-year career, hitting 536 home runs and being named the American 

League's Most Valuable Player three times. He died in Texas in 1995.

2. Born on May 6, 1931, in Westfield, Alabama, he began his professional baseball career in the Negro Leagues 

before joining the New York Giants in 1951. Celebrated for his superb all-around play, he was twice named 

MVP and finished among the all-time leaders in home runs and hits. He was elected to the Hall of Fame in 

1979 and later became a special assistant to the Giants organization.

3. He was born on July 24, 1964, in Riverside, California. During his time with the San Francisco Giants, he 

proved to be a dynamic hitter and started breaking records. He made history by setting the single-season 

and career records for home runs, though he was accused of using performance-enhancing drugs and was 

later convicted of lying to a federal grand jury during the notorious BALCO investigation, but the conviction 

was overturned in 2015.

4. Born in New York City in 1975, he made his Major League Baseball debut with the Seattle Mariners at 

age 18. Blessed with tremendous all-around ability, he became a home run champ and a three-time MVP 

during his years with the Texas Rangers and New York Yankees. He also drew criticism for his post season 

struggles, and was suspended for the entire 2014 season for using performance-enhancing drugs. He played 

his final game in August 2016, finishing among the all-time leaders in home runs, RBIs and runs scored.

5. Born on Christmas Day 1958, in Chicago, Illinois, he was selected by the Oakland A's in the 1976 baseball 

draft. The dynamic leadoff hitter set a record with 130 stolen bases in the 1982 season, one of 12 times he 

led the league, and was named the American League MVP in 1990. He retired as baseball's all-time leader in 

steals, runs scored and walks and was elected to the Hall of Fame in 2009.

From the potted biography of these baseball stars, can you work out who they are?

WHO  AM  I?
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BASEBALL  AT  THE  MOVIES
There have been some great movies made about the game of baseball. From the short descriptions and facts below can you 
work out the names of the movies?

1. A fan who has an affair with one minor-league baseball player each season meets an up-and-coming pitcher and 

the experienced catcher assigned to him. Stars Kevin Costner and Susan Sarandon. (1988)

2. The new owner of the Cleveland Indians puts together a purposely horrible team so they'll lose and she can move 

the team. But when the plot is uncovered, they start winning just to spite her. Stars Tom Berenger and Charlie 

Sheen. (1989)

3. An Iowa corn farmer, hearing voices, interprets them as a command to build a baseball diamond in his fields; he 

does, and the 1919 Chicago White Sox come. Stars Kevin Costner and James Earl Jones. (1989)

4. Two sisters join the first female professional baseball league and struggle to help it succeed amidst their own 

growing rivalry. Stars Tom Hanks and Geena Davis. (1992)

5. An unknown comes out of seemingly nowhere to become a legendary player with almost divine talent. Stars 

Robert Redford and Robert Duvall. (1984)

6. Oakland A's general manager Billy Beane's successful attempt to assemble a baseball team on a lean budget by 

employing computer-generated analysis to acquire new players. Stars Brad Pitt and Robin Wright. (2011)

7. An aging, down-on-his-luck ex-minor leaguer coaches a team of misfits in an ultra-competitive California little 

league. Stars Walter Matthau and Tatum O'Neal. (1976)

8. The story of the life and career of famed baseball player Lou Gehrig. Stars Gary Cooper and Teresa Wright. (1942)

9. Tired of the slave-like treatment of his team's owner, charismatic star Negro League pitcher Bingo Long takes 

to the road with his band of barnstormers through the small towns of the Midwest in the 1930's. Stars Billy Dee 

Williams and James Earl Jones. (1976)

10. A washed-up pitcher flashes through his career. Stars Kevin Costner and Kelly Preston (1999)
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C H R I S T Y M A T H E W S O N Z E D

S T E V E C A R L T O N R R B Z V R C

T O M G L A V I N E G E E W T O E F K

N O L A N R Y A N N L V M L R M B N S

G J W R Q W P W U L A N O G L W A R J

R U A O B Y Y O E E O M Y A X L B J P

E S L Y R G Y F S S S T P A P F E L B

G T T H N Y B M N N F M A E J P R R N

M I E A C O O H H E I F I H X J U O B

A N R L B T O O L J W D L M N J T G O

D V J L Z J J D M X D T L Z N O H E B

D E O A Y W A R R E N S P A H N V R G

U R H D C U R T S C H I L L I N G C I

X L N A M O R D E C A I B R O W N L B

B A S Y P E D R O M A R T I N E Z E S

R N O M A R I A N O R I V E R A R M O

A D N S A N D Y K O U F A X U C R E N

S E I K R J D C J Z I H F L O M M N C

Y R C L A Y T O N K E R S H A W C S P

 Japan has the largest 

pro baseball league outside the USA
Did you know?

WORDSEARCH  GREATEST  PITCHERS

BABE RUTH

BOB FELLER

BOB GIBSON

CHRISTY MATHEWSON

CLAYTON KERSHAW

CURT SCHILLING

CY YOUNG

EDDIE PLANK

GREG MADDUX

JIM PALMER

JOHN SMOLTZ

JUSTIN VERLANDER

LEFTY GROVE

MARIANO RIVERA

MORDECAI BROWN

NOLAN RYAN

PEDRO MARTINEZ

RANDY JOHNSON

ROGER CLEMENS

ROY HALLADAY

SANDY KOUFAX

STEVE CARLTON

TOM GLAVINE

TOM SEAVER

WALTER JOHNSON

WARREN SPAHN
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ACROSTIC  PUZZLE

Outfielder/f irst baseman who spent his entire career with St Louis Cardinals before retir ing in 1963 having 
achieved 475 home runs

American League team who play their home matches at the Globe Life Park

_____ Banks, shortstop/f irst baseman who spent his entire career with the Chicago Cubs and was 
inducted into the National Baseball Hal l of Fame in 1977

National League team who lost the 2015 World Series to Kansas City Royals

Hank __________, f irst baseman who spent most of his career with the Detroit T igers, who died in 1986 
aged 75

In baseball, what is defined as ‘any run that is scored because of an error or a passed bal l’

_____ Grove, one of the greatest left-handed pitchers in MLB history, this player made 2,266 str ikeouts 
in his career. He died in 1975

Solve the clues and enter the initial letter of each solution in the column on the left. When completed, the initial letters of 
each solution when spelled downwards will reveal the surname of the man who managed both the New York Yankees and 
New York Mets between 1949 and 1965

There have been some odd and weird nicknames for baseball stars over the years. How many players do you recognize from 
these nicknames?

1. The Colossus of Clout

2. Stan the Man

3. The Splendid Splinter

4. The Georgia Peach

5. The Yankee Clipper

6. Oil Can

7. Hit ‘em Where They Ain’t

8. The Say Hey Kid

9. Big Train

10. The Chairman of the Board

STAR  NICKNAMES



End of Sample


